
Mount Kisco Conservation Advisory Council   
Minutes  

Regular Meeting 
Friday, October 30, 2020  

(including Tree Board Meeting) 
7:00 PM Zoom Meeting 

 
Member Attendees: John Rhodes (Chair), Harry McCartney, Alice DuBon and  
   Alan Antin.  
Guests: Trustee Peter Grunthal, Trustee Karen Schleimer, Robin Buco,  
   John Stockbridge, Anita Stockbridge and Judith Sage.    

The Meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM. 

Approval of September 2020 Minutes was postponed. A draft will be circulated via email 
for corrections and approval. 
  
Trails:  
Harry provided an update on the Trails. The Senior Walk Program called MTK 100, in 
collaboration with the Fox Senior Center is proceeding well. Harry reported that 
Assistant Village Manager Ken Famulare and the DPW have been very active and 
supportive of the Historic Nature Trails program. Two DPW staff are now conducting trail 
cleanups every two weeks. Trail Audits have shown much improved conditions on all the 
Trails. The one exception being some flooding on the Peninsula Trail, partially due to 
the return of a beaver dam sighted by Ralph and Harry downstream near the Parkway 
during an inspection walk. It is expected that the Village will again arrange for permits 
and humane trapping of the beavers. Otters were also spotted on the Peninsula, along 
with carp, muskrat, two kinds of heron. 

Tree Board:  
The Covid-delayed Arbor Day Kids’ Tree Art and Tree Planting will take place in Leonard 
Park on Saturday Nov 7th at 1:30 PM. Jessica Alba of the Watershed Council will bring 
20+ trees, two to be planted by the kids on Saturday, and the rest by volunteers and 
DPW on Monday. Jim Gmelin, Tree Board Chairman and the area’s leading 
conservationist, will also be honored with the dedication of a plaque on the Volunteers 
Wall of Honor on Saturday beginning at 10:30 AM for Bill Stewart and Bud Jobin; Jim 
will be honored at 11:30 AM. 

John reported that a large number of permits for tree removal have been received and 
approved over the past month. A number of White Pine were approved for removal due 
to the storm damage risk to which this species is particularly susceptible. We discussed 
a tree removal application on Manchester Drive. John reiterated that safety is one 



legitimate reason for tree removal, but that aesthetic landscaping concerns do constitute  
automatic grounds for approval  

Sarles Street Solar and Cell Tower Public Hearings:  
 reported that Mr. Bainlardi and Mr. Hertz have both recused themselves from both 
applications, and Michael Bonforte has been appointed Planning Board Acting 
Chairman for the Solar and Cell Tower matters. Peter mentioned that a Positive 
Declaration of Environmental Impact may be forthcoming due to the many open 
questions and increasing public interest in the matter, but this does not mean the 
applications will be denied, just that a very close look will be taken at all impacts. John 
referred the members to the independent environmental report on the property, 
specifically its statements that the submitted tree and habitat surveys were not 
sufficient. Jan Johansen (Village Planner) has also recused himself (his firm has done 
work for one of the applicants), and the PB has retained Simon Kates of BFJ Planning 
as planning consultant for these applications. John Stockbridge mentioned that a ballon 
test is planned for November 14th and that people who want photos to be taken from 
additional sites, should either ask the PB to add the locations or plan to take pictures 
themselves. Members of the community will be organizing more, independent, Zoom 
meetings to discuss these projects. 
 
There was several minutes more of discussion regarding other specific issues 
surrounding these projects. John will put together an update of the CAC’s letter to the 
PB, and send it to Simon Kates and the PB, and recommended that others might want 
to write to Simon to bring him up to speed on their key issues.  

Moger Lots Dev./ Kirby Commons:  
The Village Board has scheduled a Public Hearing on the Zoning Amendment on 
Monday November 2nd. We discussed the issues surrounding this project at some 
length, both the project specifics as well as related general governmental and 
environmental issues.  

MK Photo Exhibition: 
The Annual Photo Exhibit was a big success, despite Covid-related delays and 
limitations. More than 60 amazing images of the Nature, Culture, and People of Mount 
Kisco were selected for display in the Library, from 191 entries, by 61 local 
photographers. The CAC would like to thank the Selection Committee (Lisa Abzun, 
Ralph Vigliotti, Isi Albanese, Laurie Kimsal), Ruth Moy, Shonan Noronha, and all the 
other volunteers and Village staff who helped make this exhibition such a huge success. 
 
Complete Streets Project:  
We discussed the status of the Climate Smart Task Force, some key aspects (such as 
Complete Streets) and other possible initiatives. Robin reported on additional problems 
with illegally idling cars. Alice suggested that the Village put up signs at key locations 
reminding people of the law. John said he will send Ken Famulare a copy of our 
preliminary report and recommendations on Traffic and Pedestrian related issues, after 
CAC members have had a chance to review it. 



Plastic Bag Ban:  
We discussed a number of ways that the CAC could help increase the uptake on the 
use of reusable bags. Robin suggested re-enlisting businesses, as well as the Chamber 
of Commerce and MK Arts Council, to provide free bags and promote usage. John and 
Alan will further discuss follow-up activities. 

Compost Drop-off:  
We discussed the current compost collection program, including the poor condition of 
the collection bins, and future possible improvements in the program, such as restarting 
outreach to residents in multifamily buildings.  
 
The meeting was officially adjourned at 9 PM, but several attendees stayed online to 
continue informal discussions on various environmental topics.  
 


